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court. He should have refused there and then to submit to fur-
ther trial by the so-called judge. He should certainly have sat
down as a mark of disowning the court's jurisdiction. All this
would have probably meant more assault, certainly more punish-
ment. But the secret of non-violence treated as a weapon" of the
strong means the inviting of suffering and personal injury in order
to avoid tyranny. Ordinarily the movement requires or permits
us to attend courts under warrants, because it did not anticipate
conduct such as the Bulandshahr magistrate's. But the extraordi-
nary conduct of the magistrate requires an extraordinary remedy.
The statement rightly emphasizes non-violence. But I do not
wish to be misunderstood. The pledge of non-violence does not
require us to co-operate in our humiliation. It therefore does not
require us to crawl on our bellies or to draw lines with our noses
or to walk to salute the Union Jack or to do anything degrading
at the dictation of officials. On the contrary our creed requires us
to refuse to do any of these things even though we should be shot.
It was therefore, for instance, no part of the duty of the Jallianwala
Bagh people to run away or even to turn their backs when they
were fired upon. If the message of non-violence had reached them,
they would have been expected when fire was opened on them to
march towards it with bare breasts and die rejoicing in the belief
that it meant the freedom of their country. Non-violence laughs
at the might of the tyrant and stultifies him by non-retaliation and
non-retiral. We played into General Dyer's hands because we act-
ed as he had expected. He wanted us to run away from his fire,
he wanted us to crawl on our bellies and to draw lines with our
noses. That was part of the game of "frightfulness". When we
face it with eyes front, it vanishes like an apparition. We may not
all evolve that type of courage. But I am certain that swaraj is
unattainable this year if some of us have not the courage which
enables us to stand firm like a rock without retaliating. The might
of the tyrant recoils upon himself when it meets with no response,
even as an arm violently waved in the air suffers dislocation.
A RELEVANT QUESTION
And just as we need the cool courage described above, we need
perfect discipline and training in voluntary obedience to be able
to offer civil disobedience. Civil disobedience is the active expres-
sion of non-violence. Civil disobedience distinguishes the non-
violence of the strong from the passive, i.e., negative non-vio-
lence of the weak. And as weakness cannot lead to swaraj, nega-
tive non-violence must fail to achieve our purpose.